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´´ Biological theory is viewed as a “dangerous” theory because of a 
concern that such an approach would lead to aggressive efforts to 
control individuals at the expense of constitutional rights.

Elsewhere, in Criminals in the Making, John Wright, Steven Tibbetts, 
and Leah Daigle set forth specific policy recommendations that could be 
implemented to address biosocial risk factors for crime. These recommen-
dations include the following:39

´´ Remove environmental toxins

´´ Share information across service providers

´´ Provide parenting classes for all serious felons

´´ Improve training and education of justice professionals

´´ Continue research into pharmaceutical therapies for behavioral  
disorder

´´ Improve access to health care, including mental health care, for 
pregnant women and infants

´´ Legally mandate intervention for pregnant women with drug  
addiction

´´ Flag at-risk kids in doctors’ offices

´´ Institute universal preschool with full developmental evaluations

´´ Crime as a Product of Social Factors

Other theories consider how social factors (or factors outside of the indi-
vidual) contribute to crime. These theories include social disorganization 
theory, subcultural theory, conflict theory, and social strain theory.

Social Disorganization Theory
The general premise of social disorganization theory is 
that communities vary in their ability to regulate residents 
or people who come into the community. That is, commu-
nities vary in terms of their ability to control crime and 
deviance. Disorganized communities are ones that are less 
able to control criminal behavior, especially the behavior of 
youth. Modern social disorganization theory can be traced to 
concentric zone theory, which was developed by Robert 
Park and Ernest Burgess.40 Sociologists at the University of 
Chicago, Park and Burgess examined the layout of the city 
of Chicago and concluded that the city could be divided into 
five zones (see Figure 5.3). Zone 1, at the center of the city, 
was the business district. Zone 2 was labeled the zone of 
transition. In this zone, businesses and factories were moving 
into the zone and residents who could afford to do so were 
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social disorganization 
theory: The theory that a 
community’s or neighborhood’s 
level of disorganization 
contributes to the crime 
rate in that community or 
neighborhood.

concentric zone theory: 
A theory developed by Park 
and Burgess that divided the 
city into a series of concentric 
zones with the assumption that 
crime is more likely to occur in 
the zones with more disorder.


